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 WELCOME 



         The President’s Gavel 

  

Seasons greetings members!!  Our trial went very well and I wish to thank eve-
ryone who helped out.  I received many positive comments on this new format.  
Everyone loved how low key the atmosphere was. 
 
This is my last message to the club as president.  I wish good luck to Ginger 
Kinion, my successor, and than the club for allowing me to steer this ship for the 
last few years. 
 
Thank you again to all the helpers along the way and keep up the great work. 
 
Tim Cutshall 
 
 
  

 . 

 

 
 
 
 
                                       

  



TRAINING DIRECTOR UPDATE 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 
       
        DECEMBER                JANUARY 
 
               Randy Slawski -  2           Karen Rosso - 11  
         Michelle Miller - 16          Elizabeth Slenker - 13 
         Scot Yates - 22             Diane Fields - 24 
       Charlotte Mielziner - 22               Ginger Kinion - 30 
          B.J. Arnold - 29 

 
The 2022 training classes have come to a close.  Classes filled up very quickly for the last ses-
sion especially Beginning Obedience.  If you know of anyone wanting to enroll in Beginning 
Obedience, encourage them to register as soon as possible.  That being said, enrollment is open 
for the first session in  2023.  All classes begin the week of January 9th 

 
Future classes will be on the master calendar in the building, so take a look and  mark your cal-
endars.   Additional classes may be offered in the Spring depending on availability of trainers. 
 
As we close out  2022,  again a HUGE thank you to all trainers and assistants.  If you are not 
involved in taking classes, you may not know that most of the head and assistant trainers teach 
multiple classes.  They willingly give of their time because of the passion each have for shar-
ing their expertise and learning from each other. 
 
Again, if you are interested in learning more about training, please contact me directly.    
 
Looking forward to another exciting and sometimes challenging year.   BJ 

                              2023   

 
  

 

 



 

 
 
 —  Our thanks to David Lehenbauer for fixing the handle on the             
      training room door! 

—  Our thanks to Pamela Wallenberg who set up a table of items people         
     could take for a donation to Five Acres Animal Shelter.  She donated      
     $50 to the club and had over $200 for Five Acres. 

—  Our thanks to Tim and Darlene Cutshall for fixing lunch and getting      
     the coffee and donuts for the trial.  Nothing is better than Tim’s            
     mostaccioli and Darlene’s desserts! 

 
    

 

 

              
                                                          

                                         AWARDS BANQUET 

                            DON’T FORGET!! 
 

The 2022 awards banquet will be held at Syberg’s on Dorsett on Saturday, January    
28, 2023 from 4:00PM to 8:00PM.  The menu is in this issue along with a form for 
reservations.  Members are free and guests will be $26.00.    

 

 

 

  
  



                                  IN MEMORY OF CAREN ROHLFING                                                          
                         2/15/44 -  11/24/2022                          

NCOTC’s Obedience and Rally trial for December 10-11, 2022 was dedicated to our long-
time friend and member, Caren Rohlfing.   We will miss her. 

Caren became a member of NCOTC in 1974. She has always been a dedicated worker for 
the club, holding various board positions over the years. Many members still active in the 
club trained with her. She was an excellent teacher and creative dog trainer. Caron first 
owned and titled several mini schnauzers, then had beautiful standard schnauzers that 
were breed champions, agility champions and an obedience champion. 

Until this year, Caren was the Awards chairman and kept track of all the member’s many 
titles for the Awards  Banquet.  Each year she was always present at the banquet to present 
the awards.  She did ribbons for TAC trials and she also brought her standards when the 
Gateway Miniature Schnauzer Club had Schnauzer Day at the Dog Museum. 

For every trial Caren was first in line to volunteer to table steward. The judges all loved 
having her expertise at their table. She was a public-school math teacher until retiring, and 
was always sure the scores added up correctly. 

Caren was a remarkable person and will be missed by all who knew her.  Her love of dogs 
and her dedication to dog sports will live on in those who had the privilege of learning 
from her.   



                                        Let’s put the Spotlight on Caren and let her shine: 
 
While sitting next to Caren Rohlfing at the NCOTC Trial on January 11, she related an anecdote about 
her childhood. My response was,” Let’s do a Spotlight Article on you.” Much to Caren’s chagrin, I began 
interviewing her. It seems many club members feel uncomfortable sharing details about their lives, but 
how else can we get to know each other? 
 
Caren was born at home in Maplewood, Missouri, on a snowy day in February. She had a brother nine 
years her senior and a sister six years older. Caren’s first dog was a “Pedigree Mutt” named Scamp. 
Scamp’s mother was a Champion Cocker Spaniel and the father a Champion Boston Terrier. Caren was 
the only member of her family to ever have a pet. As much as she wanted the puppy to live in the house 
with the family, her mother gave her an ultimatum. “The dog can live in the house once it is housebro-
ken!” Needless to say, Scamp was an outside dog. When Scamp was four years old he was run over by a 
car driven by Caren’s future brother in law. 
 
When Caren was a junior in high school, her mother died of breast cancer on Christmas Eve. It is hard to 
imagine the trauma this must have caused such a young girl. Caren related that losing a mother while in 
your teen years never provides the chance to become friends with her later in life after managing to 
weather those troublesome teen years. When Caren returned to her junior high class after Christmas 
break, the school counselor called her into the office to counsel her. The counselor informed Caren she 
wanted to head off the problems caused by a broken home. Caren informed the counselor that her mother 
had died, not gotten a divorce. 
 
Six months before the death of Caren’s mother, her uncle had died in a car accident, leaving her mother’s 
sister a widow with two children. The two families moved in together and several years later her father 
married his deceased wife’s sister. Caren now had an extended family of a new step mother, a step 
brother, and a stepsister.  Her father had the distinction of celebrating a 25 year anniversary with Caren’s 
mother and a 25 year anniversary with her step mother aunt. 
 
Caren’s older brother was a history teacher at Maplewood High School and started his career in the same 
year Caren entered the school as a freshman. On the first day of school Caren discovered she was not 
only scheduled to be in her brother’s history class, but also in his homeroom. She quickly made sure that 
situation was rectified.  Being taught by an older brother is not something most teenage girls would relish. 
 
Caren attended Central Methodist College in Fayette,Missouri. She majored in Secondary Education with 
a minor in Psychology. Caren had to work during her college years to help pay her tuition. While in col-
lege, Caren’s desire to have a pet did not abate. She and her roommate adopted a baby alligator which 
they kept in an aquarium in their dorm room. They also had an aquarium of guppies which provided 
meals for the new pet. After three years, the alligator outgrew the aquarium so they donated it to the sci-
ence department. 
 
The first thing Caren did upon graduating from college and getting her first job was to get a puppy. Her 
first dog was a mixed breed from the dog pound. Caren thought it would be the perfect puppy for a single 
girl living in an apartment, since it had very little paws and thus would not grow to be very big. At the 
time Caren lived in an apartment over a Police Department. Since her dog liked to howl when she was 
gone, the landlord made her get rid of the dog. She placed the dog in a nice loving home, and she was al-
lowed to visit. The puppy with very small paws, ended up the size of a St. Bernard. 



  
Caren’s next dog was a Miniature Schnauzer. Hans loved dragging Caren down the sidewalk in his ver-
sion of a walk. Caren decided dog training was in Hans’ future, so she enrolled in an NCOTC class 
taught by Jewel Walton. Caren’s first obedience dog had the distinction of earning a Utility Dog title. 
Caren loves to tell everyone her very first obedience dog earned his UD in three straight shows. (Number 
21,22,and 23) Caren soon became a member of NCOTC. Following Hans, Caren shared her life with two 
more Miniature Schnauzers, Sassy UD (this UD actually was done in just four trials) and Spyc (CDX), 
Sassy’s daughter . 
 
While entering the world of dog sports, Caren also was working full time as a teacher. Caren’s first job 
was at Pattonville School where she taught 7th grade math for 17 years. For the next 18 years she taught 
senior high math. Also she spent ten of those 35 years teaching summer school. 
 
After three miniatures, Caren decided to change to Standard Schnauzers in the early 1980’s. Eight Stan-
dard Schnauzers later, it is still her breed of choice. All eight dogs have earned breed Championships. 
The first time I met Caren she was training and showing Cige, her first Standard Schnauzer, who was an 
Obedience Trial Champion.  Caren and Cige were a remarkable team. They are still my standard of per-
fection and what an obedience team should strive to emulate. After putting another UD on her second 
Standard Schnauzer, Tempo, Caren had an unbelievable streak of bad luck with her dogs. Tara (CDX) 
died of an autoimmune disease at age nine. Nita had an extremely short training career as she died of a 
tick borne disease at the age of four. In just two years Caren lost four dogs and did not have a dog to 
show or train.  
 
She spent the next several years teaching obedience classes at Baronwood Kennels. Since teaching is 
Caren’s life’s work and dog training is her specialty, all her students loved taking her classes and there 
was always a waiting list to get in them. Without Caren’s expertise, I 
would never have been able to put a UDX on my Tibetan Terrier. She gave me so much help with Ellie 
for which I will always be grateful. Caren’s next two dogs earned CDX’s with the help of Nancy Lincoln 
and Karen Winter.  Caren had knee problems so was not able to do the showing herself.   
 
Today Caren can be seen in the ring showing Reggie and Snickers. It is good having her back in the ring 
with her dogs. After living in her own home in Florissant for many years, Caren moved to Troy, Mis-
souri, with two friends. Between the three of them they had eleven dogs when they first moved in to-
gether. They now are down to eight including two Standard Schnauzers, a sheltie, and five golden re-
trievers. Caren is a charter member of Tri County Agility as well as NCOTC. Caren has been a dedicated 
member of NCOTC, and for many years has worked hard as the Scores and Awards chairman. Caren has 
dedicated most of her life advancing dog sports and sharing her knowledge with others. 
 
Submitted by: Ginger Kinion,  
Spotlight Editor 
 
Editor’s Note:  Over the years, Ginger did Spotlight articles on various members.  We are not sure what 
year this was done., but sometime around 2012. 



  
 

NCOTC  BANQUET SELECTIONS - JAN 28,  2023 
 

SYBERG’S DORSETT 
I-270 at Old Dorsett Road 

 
Grande Dinner Buffet 

Roast Top Round of Beef, Hand Carved 
                                            

                                Country Fried Chicken                          
                              Crab Stuffed Filet of Sole                                 

 
                            Au Gratin Potatoes                           

                                 Fresh Whole Green Beans Almondine 
                                  Pasta Con Broccoli                                         
  

Syberg’s House Salad 
 

All dinners include 
Dinner Rolls with Butter 

Strawberry Whip Crème Cake or Black Forrest Cake 
Water, Ice Tea and Coffee 

 
25.95 per person (50 guest minimum) 

All menus are subject to sales tax and 20% service charge 
  
 

  



  

Future Obedience, Rally and Agility Trials 
 

 December 2022 
02-04 Triune Agility Club -  Agility @ Wood River 
10-11 NCOTC -  Rally, Novice, Beg Novice @ Westinn  
17-18 AKC Obedience Classic @ Orlando 
 
January 2023 
06-08 Gateway Agility Club -  Agility @ Purina 
20-22 Golden Retriever Club of Gtr St. Louis - Agility, Obed, Rally @ Purina 
28        NCOTC AWARDS BANQUET - SYERG’S 
 
February 2023 
03-05 Greater St Louis Agility club - Agility @ Purina 
10-12 Mount City OTC - Agility @ Kim’s 
17-19 Tri-County Agility Club - Agility @ Westinn 
24    Greater St. Louis OTC - Obedience/Rally @ Westinn 
24-26 Triune Agility Club - Agility @ Wood River 
24-26 Mound City OTC - Obedience/Rally @ Kim’s 
 
March 2023 
10-12 Gateway Agility Club - Agility @ 
16-19 Louisville Trials - Obedience/Rally/Agility 
25-26 Gtr St.Louis Sheltie Club - Obedience/Rally  Westinn 
 
April 2023 
01-02 Columbia KC - Obedience/Conformation @ Purina 
 
FastCAT Trials 
 
4/29-30  3 Rivers Kennel Club @ Purina 
5/25    American Rottweiler Club @ Purina 
6/09-10  NCOTC @ Purina   (Pending) 
6/11-12  Border Terrier Club of America @ Purina 
 

  



BANQUET RESERVATION  DUE BY JANUARY 10TH, 2023 
 

     Name ________________________________________ 
 

     No. of Members _______             No. of Guests  ______ 
         

                                   Mail to:    Nancy Lincoln 
        46 Green Number 6 Dr. 
        St. Charles, MO  63303  

SATURDAY JANUARY 28, 2023  AT 4:00 PM  
SYBERG’S I-270 & OLD DORSETT ROAD  

The club will pay the full cost of the banquet for members with a  
reservation deposit of $5, which will be refunded at the dinner.  Guests will 
be $26 per person.  Send the deposit and form below to Nancy Lincoln by 
Jan. 10, 2023 to reserve your spot!  Club dues are also due and may be  

included in the same check.  Make check to NCOTC. 

 
 

DUES ARE  SINGLE $20   FAMILY $35    
JUNIOR $10 

MAIL YOUR CHECK TO NANCY LINCOLN 



VETERAN’S VERSATILITY  
Special non-regular class for veteran dogs. Two exercises 

each from Novice, Open and Utility with no jumps. 

 NOTE FROM AN EXHIBITOR 

Dear Theresa, 

Please pass along my thank you to NCOTC for a very well run, enjoyable trial.  The 
Clubs hard work paid off, and I, for one hope it will be repeated in the future. 
 
Thanks to you for acting as show secretary.  That’s is a difficult, time consuming 
and often thankless job, but it wouldn’t happen without you. 
 
Thanks also to all your volunteers and to the judges, Charlotte and Jim, who stood 
for hours watching our dogs, and still managed to smile, praise our successes, and 
offer encouragement when we failed. 
 
Thanks again, NCOTC. 
 
Kindest regards, 
Nancy Roth 

December 10-11, 2022 Trial  



 Debbie Baker & Ziva 
CD - Companion Dog Title 

Chris Carter and True 
First two each Rally Master legs,  

RAE legs  and Rally Triple Qs 
One Rally High Combined 
Two 1st and two 2nd places 

 Missy Kichline and Pearl 
Three Rally Master Legs 

One 1st place 

       Nancy Moss and Charlie                              
          12 Rally Master points                                 
   One MX Q, two MXJ Qs, 1st Ex Fast Q 



 Tim and Darlene Cutshall’s  
new puppy Phoenix with her 

mother Spark 

BJ Arnold and Zander 
BN - Beginner Novice Title 

Bonus leg - 2nd place 

   TO   EVERYONE 

MORE BRAGS 

 Karen Rosso and Basil - TDX Title, Tracking Dog Excellent 

 Nancy Lincoln and Indy - two RE Rally Excellent legs, one 4th place 

           Darlene Cutshall and Splash - 1st place in Veterans both days          
    2nd place in Veterans Versatility 

Tim Cutshall and Cody - 2nd place in Veterans 

Diana Hellman and Danny - BN -  Beginner Novice Title 


